
 

https://www.alexanderadventures.co.uk/equador 

Cotopaxi 2020  
18th – 25th January 2020  
 
Climb one of the highest active volcanoes in the world. The Cotopaxi is Ecuador’s most popular volcano and not 
without reasons. It offers an amazing climbing experience for both those new to climbing and experienced 
mountaineers. The incredible snow-capped crater and beautiful sights with its 5897m Cotopaxi is considered one 
of the world’s highest active volcanoes. 

It’s perfectly symmetrical cone, covered in a thick blanket of snow and ice, gracefully rises from a beautiful paramo 
plateau. The climb up to the summit of Cotopaxi is not highly technical, but it does require proper acclimatization. 
We will run short mountaineering course the day before the climb on how to use crampons, ice axes and ropes. 
Leaving from the refuge around midnight climbers begin the ascent of the volcano arriving at the top of Cotopaxi 
after sunrise at 6 am. 
Herds of wild horse’s graze on the extensive plains at the foot of the volcano or gather to drink at the lovely 
Limpiopungo lagoon. It reflects the jagged white peaks of the nearby Rumiñahui Volcano (4712m/15459ft) and 
makes a great spot for watching waterfowl and other birds. In the Cotopaxi National Park, you will notice pumice, 
ash, stone and other volcanic debris amid the tiny paramo plants. 
 
Day 1 - Dept the UK and head to the stunning Equator 
Day 2 - Arrive Quito (4/5* Hotel) 
Day 3 - Today we complete an equipment check and get ready to head for the mountain. (4/5* Hotel) 
DAY 4 -We will depart Quito at 9:00 am and travel by private transport to 3900 m to a spot called The Virgen 
where our trek will begin. Bringing all of our gear with us, we will walk for approximately three hours to the 
refuge centre at an altitude of 4600 m. We will have dinner at the refuge centre followed by rest.  
DAY 5 - Beginning our trek at 5:00 am, we will walk for approximately three hours to an altitude of 5150 m, 
returning to Quito around 1:00 or 2:00 pm.  
DAY 6 - Leaving Quito at 9:00 am with your guide, we will make our way into the Cotopaxi National Park and up 
to the refuge centre with our gear. After lunch, we will put on the gear and go through a glacier training course 
with the guide before having dinner and resting until midnight.  
DAY 7 - Our climb to the summit will begin at approximately 1:00 am and will take five hours to reach the top. 
The return climb takes approximately two to three hours. Return to Quito in the afternoon. (4/5* Hotel) 
Day 8 - Today we head to the airport to catch our flights back to the UK 
 
 
Included: 

• Alexander Adventures Climbing guild / Medic 

• Local certified English/Spanish-speaking mountain guide 

• Accommodation 

• Private transportation 

• Meals while climbing  

• Transportation, Accommodations, meals for all guides and driver 

• 70L Waterproof duffle bag  

• Access to discounts from top outdoor brands.  
 
Not included: 

• Airfare (£730 ish) 

• Soft and alcoholic beverages 

• Extras and services not mentioned above 

• Travel insurance 

• Tips and gratuities 

• Glacier, climbing and extra trekking gear (we can assist with the rental) 
 

Cost £1500 pp (Land Cost) 

https://www.alexanderadventures.co.uk/equador
https://gulliver.com.ec/tours/volcano-ruminahui-trekking-hiking-tours-ecuador/

